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This course provides journalismstudents witha a basic
know edge of those areas of the |aw affecting the working
reporter* The nost inportant of these are the areas of |i bel
and sl ander, contenpt of court, copyright and censorship,,

The course is based on class |ectures, discussions and
assi gned readi ngs. Students will be evaluated on. their performance
on tests, a najor essay, and on a final exam nation based on

the entire senester. -

Qutline
Topi cs covered in the course include:
1) DEFAVATION. Definition of libel and slander, intention,
i nnuendo, picture® nmalicious fal sehoods, special cases of
sl ander, danages, role of judge and jury.
2) DEFENCES. Justification, absolute privilege, qu”ified privilege,
fair comment, nmalice, public interest, tinelimts, res
judicata, consent, mtigation of danages, (Students exam ne
the Ontario Libel and Sl ander Act although significant difference

in other provinces will also be discussed. Oimnal Code)
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3) CONTEMPT CF GORTo Definition, rights of the nedia, restrictions
inlaw (Sgo prelimnary hearings, divorce proceedings, 3
juvenile and famly court, confessions, pre-trial publicity),
obstructing justice, refusal to conply with the order of a
court. (OGimnal Code)

4) CENSCRSH P* Oficial (operation of the press-censors during

" WA'l), and unofficial (closed neetings, control of news
sour ces), obscenity,

5) OTHER LEGAL RESTRI CTI ONS. Bl aspheny, sedition, official sectets,
War Measures Aet, Income Tax Act and Canadi an ~Content .

6) ADVERTI SING Fal se and m sl eadi ng advertising, provincia
| egi slation, children's adverting, CRTC

7) OCOPYRI GHT. Definition, protection, plagiarism news stories,
pi ct ures.

8) CANADI AN LEGAL SYSTEM KM CRI M NAL PROCEDURE, Ceneral review
of the Canadian | egal system types of crimnal cases which
are heard at each letoel, crimnal procedure, bail, summary
and indi ctbbl e of fences, grand jury, appeals.

9) LEG SLATION How laws are passed in parlianent, commttees.

10) PARLI AMENTAY PROCEDURE. The conduct of neetings, notions,

voti ng.
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